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TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


AIR FORCE ERROR LET 
UNMAN BUY WEAPON 


Known for violence 


Shooter discharged 
from Air Force for 
assaulting wife, child 


Threatened family 


‘Domestic situation’ 
included threatening 
texts to mother-in-law 


Was shot, chased 


Armed neighbor got 
ride from passer-by 
to follow attacker 
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PHOTOS BY MARK MULLIGAN « Houston Chronicle via AP 
Doug John of La Vernia, Texas, hammers in crosses Monday at the VP Racing Fuels gas station just down the road from the First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas. John made the crosses Sunday night with apprentices in a sheet metal workers Local 67 program. “If it 
can happen in Sutherland Springs, Texas, it can happen anywhere,” John said of the mass shooting Sunday at the church. 


BY JIM VERTUNO, WILL WEISSERT 
AND PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS e The 
gunman who killed 26 people at a Texas 
church would have been barred from buy- 
ing guns if the Air Force had reported his 
domestic violence conviction to a federal 
database. 

A day after the deadliest mass shoot- 
ing in Texas history, the military admit- 
ted that it had not submitted the shooter’s 
criminal history to the FBI, as required by 
the Pentagon. 

Investigators also revealed that sher- 
iff’s deputies had responded to a domestic 
violence call in 2014 at Devin P. Kelley’s 
home involving a girlfriend who became 
his second wife. Later that year, he was 
ousted from the Air Force for a 2012 as- 
sault on his ex-wife in which he choked 
her and struck her son hard enough to 
fracture his skull. 

In Sutherland Springs, population 400, 
townspeople grieved Monday for their 
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Johnnie Langendorff, who chased the 
shooter, speaks to reporters Monday. 


losses. On Sunday, Kelley 
fired at least 450 rounds at 
worshippers after sending 
threatening text messages 
to his mother-in-law, a 
member of the First Bap- 
Kelley tist Church. 

The dead ranged from 18 
months to 77 years old and included mul- 
tiple members of some families. 

“Our church was not comprised of 
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ELECTION DAY 


St. Louis voters will decide Tuesday on 
ahalf-cent sales tax increase for police. 


Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Find your polling place on the city Board 
of Election Commissioners website. 


Voters in the 2nd Ward also will choose a 
new alderman. The candidates are: 

e Lisa Middlebrook, Democrat 

e Jasmine Turnage, Independent 

e Elston McCowan, Green Party 


Other area ballot issues to be decided 
Tuesday include a property tax increase 
in the Ritenour School District, a quarter- 
cent sales tax increase in Pine Lawn and 
property tax increases in several fire dis- 
tricts. 


Go to stItoday.com for election results 


Queen of Hearts raffles add funds, 
members to rural veterans posts 


Some see popular games 
as a saving grace for halls 


BY ASHLEY LISENBY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


One night a week in recent weeks, thou- 
sands of people with dreams of flipping 
a card and winning hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars have packed the towns of 
Smithton, Aviston and Steeleville. 

The players can outnumber the popu- 
lation in each of the Illinois communities 
of about 2,000, and their hopes aren’t the 
only ones fueled by the popular Queen of 


Hearts game they’ve come to play at local 
veterans halls. 

People who oversee the games say the 
money they and other events such as 
bingo nights and fish fries bring in helps 
keep the halls afloat. 

There were 805 American Legion posts 
in Illinois in 2012, according to the Amer- 
ican Legion Department of Illinois. Five 
years later, there are 737 posts. Declining 
membership is cited by some for prompt- 
ing posts to merge and others to dissolve. 

Donald Gaetz, manager of the Steele- 
ville American Legion BBK Post 480, said 
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Public safety 
goals for city: 
Openness 
and the right 
police chief 


Jimmie 
Edwards 


Edwards pledges 
accountability 


BY CELESTE BOTT 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS e On his first day as 
the city’s new director of public 
safety, former St. Louis Circuit 
Court Judge Jimmie Edwards 
pledged to promote more trans- 
parency and accountability 
within the largest department 
in St. Louis government. 

Having been sworn in during 
a private ceremony on Monday 
morning, Edwards is now re- 
sponsible for more than 3,500 
employees with an operating 
budget of $340 million, over- 
seeing the police and fire de- 
partments as well as the correc- 
tions and building divisions. 

Edwards, 62, has been a judge 
in the 22nd Circuit since 1992, 
where he became known for 
his commitment to troubled 
youths. He has stepped down 
from the bench to take on his 
new role. 

Now, his top priority will be 
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Cardiologists 
say study 

on stents will 
help inform 
patients 


BY SAMANTHA LISS 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Some area cardiologists say a 
landmark study released last 
week won’t change the way they 
practice, but it will help them to 
inform some patients about the 
need for a stent. 

A study of 200 patients in 
the United Kingdom is raising 
questions about the effective- 
ness of stents for certain pa- 
tients who experience chest 
pain because of a clogged artery. 

Since its release on Thursday, 
the study has had medical pro- 
fessionals buzzing as the results 
challenge the need for stents, 
tiny devices that have become 
overused, according to some 
physicians. 

Stents are tiny mesh tubes 
that are threaded into a clogged 
artery and used to prop open the 
artery to improve blood flow to 
the heart. When blood flow is 
blocked it can cause chest pain 
and limit a patient’s activities. 

The study compared how 
chest pain improved for stable 
patients who received a stent 
and those who did not. What 
made the study novel was that 
some patients underwent a 
“sham procedure,” according to 
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Purple Heart returned 


ABB to end production here « as 
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